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ERIGERON ASPERUGINEUS
IDAHO FLEABANE

Idaho Fleabane is a perennial that is 2-20 cm tall, with 1-few stems arising from a slender taproot. The basal leaves are
up to 10 cm long, and have a broadly lance-shaped to nearly round blade and a long petiole. The few stem leaves are
smaller and reduced upwards. Foliage is densely covered with short spreading hairs. The daisy-like, flowering heads are
solitary, or occasionally 2. The involucral bracts are 5-9 mm long and covered with glands and spreading hairs. The 10-
25 deep blue or violet rays are 5-10 mm long. The disk corollas in the center of the head are 4-6 mm long. The achenes
have 20-30 pappus bristles. Flowering in July-August.

A combination of the tap rooted habit, single-nerved leaves, and their pubescence with short, spreading hairs, distinguish
it from most montane species in our area including ERIGERON TWEEDYI, E. CAESPITOSUS, E. GRACILIS, and E.
RYDBERGII. A hand lens and technical key are needed for positive identification.


